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This special publication of Canada Watch will be devoted to essays 
responding to the edited Confederation Papers .

In 1865, politicians in the United Canadas debated the prospect and terms 
of Confederation . The legislature published these debates, and an abridged 
version provides a readily accessible source of the political discussions . 
In these debates we can see some of the contemporary justifications and 
criticisms of the Confederation deal .

As we at York University look towards the 150th anniversary of Confederation, 
we believe that it is appropriate and useful to re-examine the debates and explore 
the logic, presuppositions and absences . The Canadas of 1865 were vastly 
different than the Canada of 2015, but the general constitutional framework 
adopted in 1867 still defines many of the parameters of political life today .

“From	 the	vantage	point	of	2015,	how	can	we	use	contemporary	
themes to revisit the Confederation debates of 1865?”

http://150canada.info.yorku.ca/confederation-watch/
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