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Multiculturalism, once the crumb thrown to those not born into one of 

the “founding peoples,” has evolved into a cornerstone of what it 

means to be Canadian. It is assumed to be held together by a curiosity 

about the other and an exposure to many different ways of living and 

knowing. There is much research challenging this assumption and 

many immigrant communities question the policy’s shortcomings. 

Today, multiculturalism hangs in the balance. 

To address these changes and their future implications, 

“Multiculturalism and Its Discontents” is designed as a public event 

featuring a wide selection of Canada’s best-known social 

commentators, journalists, pollsters, and scholars. In a set of lively, 

open discussions, they will address multiculturalism’s legal and social 

limitations, its flashpoints, its successes and failures, as well as the 

unprecedented creativity of the many diasporas housed in Canada.
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