
� Canada WatCh  •  SUMMER �008

deep integration post-Bush
By Daniel Drache,  

José Luis Valdés-Ugalde, and  
Rick Van Schoik  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 1

Still different: Canada  
and the United States

By Michael Adams  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 1

north america’s  
three-sided challenge

By Robert A . Pastor  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 6

the crisis in Mexico–US  
bilateral relations

By José Luis Valdés-Ugalde  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 8

Waking up from  
the american dream

By Sarah Amira De la Garza and 
Debra Fossum  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 10

Brain mobility: highly skilled 
migration in north america

By Wei Li and Dan Wang  .  .  .  .  .  . 12

the american poverty trap
By Silvia Núñez García  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 14

Unreliable data: a serious  
obstacle for evaluating nafta

By Julio Boltvinik  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 16

Confronting inequality:  
north american solutions to  
a north american problem

By Andrew Jackson  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 18

Can the United States learn  
anything from Canada about 
government debt and deficits?

By Michael McCracken  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 20

dealing with the challenges of 
ethnocultural diversity: Quebec 
and the conundrum of reasonable 
accommodation

By Daniel Salée  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 22

detroit’s demise and the  
security-first agenda

By Lee Rodney  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 24

no documents, no entry: the 
Canada–US border transformed

By Daniel Drache  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 25

Exploitation or fair treatment: 
Migrant agricultural workers  
in north america

By Dirk Hoerder  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 28

north america’s forgotten agenda: 
getting development back on track

By D . Rick Van Schoik and  
Erik Lee .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 30

the future of north american 
integration post-Bush

By Monica Gambrill Ruppert .  .  .  .  . 32

the immigration debacle
By Mónica Verea  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 33

the unwelcoming nation:  
the paradox of the open society

By Brian Gratton and  
Catherine O’Donnell  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 34

Mexico’s national security  
equation: adding up  
the variables

By Leonardo Curzio .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 38

happy third birthday to the Spp!  
But will there be a fourth?

By Greg Anderson  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 40

knowingly employing sanctions: 
arizona’s regulation of migration 
through employer sanctions

By Luis F .B . Plascencia  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 42

the anti-immigrant backlash  
post-9/11

By Mary Romero .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 44

Chain-link fences and  
border security

By Claudia Sadowski-Smith  .  .  .  .  . 46

north american integration  
post-Bush

By Daniel Schwanen  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 48

the passion of nafta
By Pablo Ruiz-Nápoles .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 50

the long road of  
transportation post-Bush

By Arnold Maltz  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 51

Security, civil liberties, and  
the �008 US election

By Reg Whitaker .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 52

the more things stay the same:  
a Mexican perspective on  
the �008 US election

By Patricia de los Ríos Lozano  .  .  .  . 54

Renewing the border partnership
By Francisco Lara-Valencia  .  .  .  .  .  . 57

the “goracle” factor:  
politics and the environment

By David V .J . Bell  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 59

Red, white, blue, and green:  
high politics

By Edit Antal  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 61

Co-EditoRS
Daniel Drache, Robarts Centre,  

York University
José Luis Valdés-Ugalde, CISAN at UNAM

Managing EditoR
Laura Taman

ColUMniStS thiS iSSUE

pRodUCtion
WordsWorth Communications

ContaCt foR infoRMation
Canada Watch

227 York Lanes, 4700 Keele St.
Toronto, Ontario M3J 1P3

Phone (416) 736-5499
Fax (416) 736-5739

www.robarts.yorku.ca
For information regarding future issues, 
contact Laura Taman, Project Manager, 

Robarts Centre. Please address comments 
to Seth Feldman, Director, Robarts Centre.

Canada Watch is produced by  
the Robarts Centre for Canadian Studies  

of York University.

Copyright © 2008  
The Robarts Centre for Canadian Studies

Printed in Canada ISSN 1191-7733

PRACTICAL AND AUTHORITATIVE ANALYSIS OF KEY NATIONAL ISSUES

fEatURES

Daniel Drache
José Luis Valdés-Ugalde

Rick Van Schoik
Michael Adams
Robert A. Pastor

Sarah Amira De la Garza
Debra Fossum

Wei Li
Dan Wang

Silvia Núñez García
Julio Boltvinik

Andrew Jackson
Michael McCracken

Daniel Salée
Lee Rodney

Dirk Hoerder
Erik Lee

Monica Gambrill Ruppert
Mónica Verea
Brian Gratton

Catherine O’Donnell
Leonardo Curzio
Greg Anderson

Luis F.B. Plascencia
Mary Romero

Claudia Sadowski-Smith
Daniel Schwanen

Pablo Ruiz-Nápoles
Arnold Maltz
Reg Whitaker

Patricia de los Ríos Lozano
Francisco Lara-Valencia

David V.J. Bell
Edit Antal



AvAilAble At locAl booksellers september 2008

or contAct polity press www.polity.co.uk



ReceNT issues iNclude: Also AvAilAble oN The websiTe, The RobARTs lecTuRe seRies:

• “English Canada and Quebec: Avoiding the 
Issue”
by Kenneth McRoberts
sixTh ANNuAl RobARTs lecTuRe 1991

• “1492 and All That: Making a Garden out of a 
Wilderness”
by Ramsay Cook
seveNTh ANNuAl RobARTs lecTuRe 1992

• “Politics on the Boundaries: Restructuring and 
the Canadian Women’s Movement”
by Janine Brodie
eighTh ANNuAl RobARTs lecTuRe 1994

• “In our own Image: The Child, Canadian Culture 
and our Future”
by Carole H. Carpenter
NiNTh ANNuAl RobARTs lecTuRe 1995

• “Where is Here? Canadian Cultural Policy in a 
Globalized World”
by Joyce Zemans
TeNTh ANNuAl RobARTs lecTuRe 1996

• “Queer Nation?”
by Terry Goldie
eleveNTh ANNuAl RobARTs lecTuRe 1997

• “Defining Aboriginal Title in the ’90s: Has the 
Supreme Court Finally Got it Right?”
by Kent McNeil
TwelfTh ANNuAl RobARTs lecTuRe 1998

• “Theatre and Transformation in Contemporary 
Canada”
by Robert Wallace
ThiRTeeNTh ANNuAl RobARTs lecTuRe 1999

• “The Writer’s Conscience: Or Why Reports of 
the Death of the Author Have Been Greatly 
Exaggerated”
speaking notes by Susan Swan
fouRTeeNTh ANNuAl RobARTs lecTuRe 2000

• “Canadian Movies, eh?”
by Seth Feldman
fifTeeNTh ANNuAl RobARTs lecTuRe 2001

• “Rethinking Feminization: Gendered 
Precariousness in the Labour Market and the 
Crisis in Social Reproduction”
by Leah F. Vosko
disTiNguished RobARTs lecTuRe seRies 2002

• “Citizenship After Orientalism”
by Engin F. Isin
disTiNguished RobARTs lecTuRe seRies 2002

• “The Digitalization of Knowledge: Tribal 
Ignorance and the African Diaspora”
by Paul E. Lovejoy FRSC
disTiNguished RobARTs lecTuRe seRies 2002

 
For past issues of

Canada Watch
visit Robarts Centre’s website:

www.yorku.ca/robarts

• The Chrétien Era: 
A Red Book Audit
febRuARy 2004,  
volume 9, #3–4

• From Doha to 
Kananaskis:  
The Future of the 
World Trading 
System and  
the Crisis of 
Governance
sePTembeR 2002,  
volume 9, #1–2

• The New Mexico 
Under Fox: Is It 
Happening?
July 2001,  
volume 8, #6 

• Canada–U.S. 
Relations in  
the New 
Millennium
NovembeR–decembeR 
2000,  
volume 8, #4–5




